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Location: Commissioners Meeting Room, Basement.

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Kessling called the meeting to order.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER:
Commissioner Kessling called for a moment of silent prayer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:
Commissioner Kessling requested that those participating in the meeting please stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance

to the Flag.

~“MEMBERS PRESENT:
“ommissioner Kessling, Commissioner Webster, Commissioner Burke, and Chief Clerk Tiracave.

YTHERS PRESENT:

,ori Guyer (Commissioners), Lindsay Dempsie (Finance), A.C. Stickel and Angela Wagner (Controller), Wade Kagarise
Judge), Ray Benton (Coroner), Brian Walters, Allison Seidel (Victim Witness), Cindy James (Social Services), Julia
Burke (Public Defenders Office), Abbie Tate (Prison), Scott Bailey (Adult Probation Office), Mindy Hostler (Children,
Youth and Families), Joe Cox and Molly Wink (Juvenile Probation Office), Melissa Gillin (Social Services), Sam Dunkle
and Jessica Miller (Court Administration), Paul Shaffer (Public Works/Highway), Nicholas Burket (Public
Works/Facilities), Cris Fredrickson (Public Safety / EMA), Glenn Nelson (Fort Roberdeau), Becky Robinson
(Purchasing), Sherry Socie (Blair Planning Commission), Joe Keller (Keller Engineers), Jeff Hackenberg, Christine Corl,
Alicia Musselman, and Joe Musselman (Penn State Extension / 4H), Geoffrey Behrens and John McIntyre (Public /Alto
Reste), Perry and Bonnie Miller (Public), Carol Dannenberg (Hollidaysburg Community Watchdog). Kay Stevens
(Altoona Mirror), and Nate Taylor (Public Access Channel).

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT:
None.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Bonnie Miller, Hillside Drive, Duncansville, Pa., stated that she prays that the Commissioners listen with open

minds and hearts. She invited the Commissioners to visit her home and see how the proposed new prison site would
impact her and her husband Perry’s lives and home. She asked, “What would you do in our shoes? Having a prison in my
backyard makes my stomach churn. Find a place more remote. One that will not negatively change personal living spaces
- ~r disturb prime farmland at the site. We humbly ask you not to make us the people with a prison in our backyard. Thank
/ou very much.”

Geoffrey Berans, Vice-President and General Manager of Alto Reste Park Cemetery Association, stated that on

anuary 7, 2025, Alto Reste received a letter from the Blair County Commissioner office with an offer to purchase land
from Alto Reste Park to build a new prison, and the land was necessary for the project. On January 17, 2025, the Board of
Directors of Alto Reste Park declined the offer. At a Blair County Board of Commissioners meeting held one month ago,
they discussed three potential sites for the new prison, with the Alto Reste site still being the most preferred site. When
R.P. Good founded the park in 1925, he promised the citizens a place of peace for generations. He committed to the
community that the burial grounds would be permanent and perpetually maintained and the property would offer comfort
and beauty. R.P. Good intentionally chose this land, and all of the property is vital to the burial park’s sustainability.
Taking this vital 77 acres of land would severely limit or prevent the burial park from operating in the future. If the
Commissioners intend to take the land, he asked that they consider the adverse impact on the 20,000 families with
members buried there, future generations ability to be buried there, and his family’s promise that they have tried so hard
to uphold over the years. His family understands the need for an upgraded prison, but doing it at the expense of Alto
Reste’s land hinders the ability to serve the community now and in the future and does not seem like the best way to solve
the problem. There are other properties that would not negatively impact businesses or grieving families in the county.
Alto Reste appreciates the opportunity to serve the citizens of Blair County and hopes the Board of Commissioners
consider the impact before doing irreparable harm to our family’s commitment and the community that they promised to
serve.

John Mclntyre, Frankstown Township, stated that he cannot imagine, nor could anyone here imagine, having a
‘prison in his backyard. He is here because this is important for the community. The other premises do not affect a
susiness. There are 150-plus acres in the Hollidaysburg School District along Route 36 that are for sale for less money,
wnd they are not adjacent to any homes, do not take any business property, and do not impact our community. As a citizen,
e is afraid of how much money we are going to spend and if we are going to get into a legal fight for eminent domain or
“the Commissioners can simply buy a piece of property that is for sale. Consider the impact of the cemetery and all the
seople that live along there, and think about if you would like to have a prison in your backyard.

COMMISSIONER COMMENT:
Commissioner Webster stated that she and the Chief Clerk recently had the opportunity to attend the County

Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP) conference. It was a great opportunity to meet with legislators to try
to convince them to make changes that would be beneficial to the counties. She is hopeful that their time with the
legislators is well spent and that the legislators will consider the requests and the needs of the counties and our citizens.

PROCLAMATION:
Commissioner Webster read the following proclamation:
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effective 3/17/2025. Folchetti, Andrew, FT, Deputy, Sheriff, $15.52/hr., effective 3/ 10/2025. McAbee, Braeden, and
McCabe, Shane, FT, Deputy, Sheriff, $15.52/hr., effective 3/17/2025. Crowl, Shirley, PT, Tipstaff, Court Administration,
§11.58/hr., effective 3/17/2025. Granlund, Kasey, FT, Deputy, Sheriff, $15.52/hr., effective 3/24/2025. Mort, Jamie, FT.,
Administrative Support - MDJ DeAntonio, Magisterial District Justices, $11.58/hr., effective 3/24/2025. Reynolds, Michael,
FT, Custodian, Public Works, $17.3%/hr., effective 3/24/2025.
f. Status Changes: Guyer, Matthew, Temporary, Telecommunicator Trainee, 911 Center, $13.88/hr., to FT,
Telecommunicator, 911 Center, $16.30/hr., effective 3/15/2025.
Resionations: Marlowe, Diane, FT, Custodian, Public Works, $17.78/hr., effective 3/7/2025. Leslie, Yale, FT, Deputy,
Sheriff, $20.15/hr., effective 3/7/2025. Andrews, Scott, FT, Fiscal Operations Officer, Social Services, $2,271.23 biwesekly,
effective 3/7/2025. Miller, Trisha, FT, Case Manager, Victim Witness, $16.95/hr., effective 3/7/2025. Gaunt, Sean, FT,
Corrections Officer, Prison, $21.53/hr., effective 2/5/2025.

o]

Commissioner Burke noted her abstentions to the payments to the Hollidaysburg wo.wommv and Blair Senior
-Services due to a conflict of interest.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution 99-2025 with abstentions as noted.

STAFF REPORTS & SPECIAL BUSINESS:

Park and Recreation Advisory Board:

Joe Keller requested approval of the Quote received from New Enterprise Stone and Lime Co., Inc., for grading,
distribution, and rolling of asphalt millings at the Valley View Park soccer field parking lot in the total amount of
$17,940.00.

Mr. Keller stated quotes were received: Glenn O. Hawbaker for $19,560.00, which we received late; Cottles Asphalt in
the amount of $19,240.00; and New Enterprise Stone and Lime in the amount of $17,940.00. The Park and Recreation
Advisory Board recommends the bid from New Enterprise Stone and Lime in the amount of $17,940.00.

Resolution 100-2025: Approving the Quote received from New Enterprise Stone and Lime Co., Inc., for
grading, distribution, and rolling of asphalt millings at the Valley View Park soccer field parking lot in
the total amount of $17,940.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution 100-2025.

. Commissioner Webster stated she is happy to have this happen. This will continue the use of the soccer field and
slace for people to park. The parking lot was such a mess. This is a much better cost than completely redoing it, and it
‘hould give us another 10 years or so of use. This is fabulous and you guys have done a great job.

—oroner:
Coroner Ray Benton requested approval of the Quote received from Guardian Forensic Sciences for forensic DNA
sampling for identification of unknown skeletal remains, in the total amount of $2,300.00.

Resolution 101-2025: Approving the Quote received from Guardian Forensic Sciences for forensic DNA
sampling for identification of unknown skeletal remains, in the total amount of $2,300.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution 101-2025.

Prison:
i. Abbie Tate requested approval of a Service Agreement between the County of Blair, on behalf of the Blair
County Prison, and William Hoak d/b/a Summit Radiation Safety Services to provide an annual radiation
safety evaluation of the TEK 84 X-Ray Body Scanner unit, a radiation safety audit, and annual radiation safety
officer training for a total cost of $775.00.

Resolution 102-2025: Accepting the Service Agreement between the County of Blair, on behalf of
the Blair County Prison, and William Hoak d/b/a Summit Radiation Safety Services to provide
an annua) radiation safety evaluation of the TEK84 X-Ray Body Scanner unit, a radiation safety
o audit, and annual radiation safety officer training for a total cost of $775.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 102-2025.

ii. Abbie Tate requested approval of the Quote received from Tek84 Inc. for the Tek84 Intercept Whole Body
Security Scanning Systern Annual Service Agreement for the period of December 2, 2024 through December
1, 2025, in the total amount of $10,900.00.

Resolution 103-2025: Accepting the Quote received from Tek84 Inc. for the Tek84 Intercept Whole Body

Security Scanning System Annual Service Agreement, for the period of December 2, 2024 through December
1, 2025, in the total amount of $10,900.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 103-2025.
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through the County of Blair, by highway, rail, and pipeline, for $13,005.00, with $8,000.00 paid by the
FFY 2024-2025 HMEP Grant and $5,005.00 paid by the LEPC.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved
to adopt Resolution 108-2025.

ii. Cris Fredrickson requested approval of the 2024 Annual Report on the Hazardous Materials Preparedness
HMERP report to be entered into the ESA by Cris Fredrickson, which serves as the HMRF grant application for
July 2025-June 2026.

Resolution 109-2025: Approving the 2024 Annual Report on the Hazardous Materials Preparedness
HMERP report to be entered into the ESA by Cris Fredrickson, which serves as the HMRF grant
application for July 2025-June 2026.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 109-2025.

iii. Cris Fredrickson requested approval of the Quote received from AristaTek, Inc. for eight (8) annual licenses of
PEAC-WMD, which includes Tier II Integration and Commodity Hazard Vulnerability Analysis, and Worst Case
Analysis for planning, exercise, and response, for the period of April 15, 2025 through April 14, 2026, in the total
amount of $5,950.00. (34,760.00 to be paid with HMEP grant funds and $1,190.00 to be paid with LEPC
hazardous materials funds).

Ms. Fredrickson stated that this is software that the Hazmat and Emergency Response Teams use in
response to a hazardous materials event or in planning a response to a hazardous materials event at the SARA
facilities within the county. If there is an event, the teams can use the current information that we have that was
reported by those facilities, in addition to the current weather conditions. If there is a release, they can pull it up
and see the substances, the direction of the wind, and who they need to evacuate or shelter in place.

Resolution 110-2025: Approving the Quote received from AristaTek, Inc. for eight (8) annual licenses of
PEAC-WMD, which includes Tier II Integration and Commodity Hazard Vulnerability Analysis, and
Worst Case Analysis for planning, exercise, and response, for the period of April 15, 2025 through April
14, 2026, in the total amount of $5,950.00. ($4,760.00 to be paid with HMEP grant funds and $1,190.00
to be paid with LEPC hazardous materials funds).

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 110-2025.

Tort Roberdeau:

i.  Glenn Nelson requested approval of the Quote received from New Look Uniform for t-shirts to be sold in the
Fort Roberdeau gift shop in the amount of $1,445.00.

Resolution 111-2025: Approving the Quote received from New Look Uniform for t-shirts to be sold in
the Fort Roberdeau gift shop in the amount of $1,445.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 111-2025.

ii. Glenn Nelson requested approval of the Agreement between the County of Blair, on behalf of Fort Roberdeau,
and the Altoona Mirror for advertisement in the Altoona Mirror special editions throughout the 2025 calendar
year as outlined in the agreement, in the total amount of $3,084.50.

Resolution 112-2025: Approving the Agreement between the County of Blair, on behalf of Fort
Roberdeau, and the Altoona Mirror for advertisement in the Altoona Mirror special editions throughout
the 2025 calendar year as outlined in the agreement, in the total amount of §3,084.50.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 112-2025.

iii. Glenn Nelson requested approval of the Quote received from BDS Partmers LLC d/b/a Press Geek for 15,000
Fort Roberdeau 2025 brochures in the total amount of $1,300.00.

Resolution 113-2025: Approving the Quote received from BDS Partners LLC d/b/a Press Geek for
15,000 Fort Roberdeau 2025 brochures in the total amount of §1,300.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 113-2025.

iv. Glenn Nelson requested approval of an advertising agreement between the County of Blair and Where & When
for a summer and a fall Y4-page advertisement in the total amount of $1,560.00.

Commissioner Kessling asked if we get feedback from how many people this draws in.
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vi.

Motioned by Commissioner Burke, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 120-20235

Cindy James requested approval to submit the Blair County Early Fﬁm?mzaow Program Report to the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Human Services for FY 2022-2023.

Resolution 121-2025: Approving the submission of the Blair County Early Intervention Program Report
to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Human Services for FY 2022-2023.

Motioned by Commissioner Burke, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 121-20235 .

vii. Cindy James requested approval of the Quote by and between the County of Blair and HSS Systems to change

services codes in the HSS software, in the total amount of $500.00.
Commissioner Burke asked if this is the State’a software and if we will get something else soon.

Ms. James responded that yes, this is the State’s software and hopefully we will be getting something new
soon.

Resolution 122-2025: Approving the Quote by and between the County of Blair and HSS Systems to
change services codes in the HSS software, in the total amount of $500.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Burke, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 122-2025

viii.Cindy James requested approval to accept the Connect to Home Coordinated Entry Agreement as presented and

IX.

x1.

grant Tricia Johnson, Blair County Social Services Director, permission to sign said Agreement.
Commissioner Kessling asked what the Home Coordinated Entry is.
Ms. James responded that this itemn is not hers, but she will get that information and forward it to him.

Resolution 123-2025: Accepting the Connect to Home Coordinated Entry Agreement as presented and
grant Tricia Johnson, Blair County Social Services Director, permission to sign said Agreement.

Motioned by Commissioner Burke, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 123-2025.

Cindy James requested approval of the Memorandum of Understanding between the County of Blair, on behalf of
Blair County Social Services, and Pyramid Healthcare, to refer clients needing another level of care (higher or
lower) between the reciprocating agencies where clinically appropriate.

Resolution 124-2025: Approving the Memorandum of Understanding between the County of Blair, on
behalf of Blair County Social Services, and Pyramid Healthcare, to refer clients needing another level of
care (higher or lower) between the reciprocating agencies where clinically appropriate.

Motioned by Commissioner Burke, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 124-2023.

Cindy James requested approval of the Reciprocal Agreement between the County of Blair, Blair County
Department of Social Services, and Indiana County, for a Blair County resident who is being discharged from the
Torrance State Hospital to Indiana County for up to a year after the discharge date, and upon completion of that
year, Indiana County will assume responsibility for that resident.

Resolution 125-2025: Approving the Reciprocal Agreement between the County of Blair, Blair County
Department of Social Services, and Indiana County, for a Blair County resident who is being discharged
from the Torrance State Hospital to Indiana County for up to a year after the discharge date, and upon
completion of that year, Indiana County will assume responsibility for that resident.

Motioned by Commissioner Burke, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 125-2025.

Cindy James requested approval of to submit the FY 2023/2024 Income and Expense Report Revision #1 to the
Department of Human Services for Block Grant Counties for Mental Health, Intellectual Disabilities, Drug and
Alcohol, and Human Services Programs.

Resolution 126-2023: Approving the submission of the FY 2023/2024 Income and Expense Report
Revision #1 to the Department of Human Services for Block Grant Counties for Mental Health,
Intellectual Disabilities, Drug and Alcohol, and Human Services Programs.

Motioned by Commissioner Burke, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 126-2025.
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Brian Walters requested approval of a Renewal Agreement between the County of Blair and Interflex Payments
LLC d/b/a Ameriflex to administer Flexible Spending Account (FSA) and Dependent Care Account (DCA)
administration on behalf of the enrolled employees of the County of Blair who are eligible. Changes that the
County of Blair will adopt for the plan year April 1, 2025, through March 31, 2026, are increases to the 2025
maximum Health FSA funding limit of $3,300.00 and FSA carryover (rollover) limit to $660.00 annually and the
authorization for Brian Walters to complete the online renewal with AmeriFlex, implementing the aforementioned
changes, and electronically signing on behalf of Commissioner Dave Kessling as the authorized representative of

the County of Blair.

Resolution 132-2025: Approving the Renewal Agreement between the County of Blair and Interflex
Payments LLC d/b/a Ameriflex to administer Flexible Spending Account (FSA) and Dependent Care
Account (DCA) administration on behalf of the enrolled employees of the County of Blair who are
eligible. Changes that the County of Blair will adopt for the plan year April 1, 2025, through March 31,
2026, are increases to the 2025 maximum Health FSA funding limit of $3,300.00 and FSA carryover
(rollover) limit to $660.00 annually and the authorization for Brian Walters to complete the online
renewal with AmeriFlex, implementing the aforementioned changes, and electronically signing on behalf
of Commissioner Dave Kessling as the authorized representative of the County of Blair.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 132-2025

Court Administration:

Judge Wade Kagarise requested approval of a Court Interpreter Services Grant Application for Language Access
Reimbursable Costs for Calendar Year 2024 to the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC), in the total

amount of $19,477.19.

Judge Kagarise continued by stating this is an annual application and the county is required by a number of

different rules of judicial administration and state and federal statutes to provide language access services to individuals in
court. That requires the County to pay interpreters to do that. Once we get our annual amount, we are allowed to seek
reimbursement for the previous year’s amount. This grant is for a partial grant reimbursement of that amount. The
amount has steadily increased over the years due to the need mvolved.

Resolution 133-2025: Approving a Court Interpreter Services Grant Application for Language Access
Reimbursable Costs for Calendar Year 2024 to the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC), in the
total amount of $19,477.19.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adopt

tesolution 133-2025

Victim Witness:

Allison Seidel requested approval for the acceptance of the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency Rights
and Services Act (RASA) Grant #45162 for the project period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025, in the
awarded amount of $95,148.00.

Resolution 134-2025: Accepting the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency Rights and Services
Act (RASA) Grant #45162 for the project period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025, in the awarded
amount of $95,148.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adopt

Resolution 134-2025

Juvenile Probation:

1.

ii.

Joseph Cox requested approval for the Payment of the Invoice Made Outside the County Purchasing Policy
between the County of Blair, on behalf of Blair County Juvenile Probation Department, and Parkside
Psychological Associates, LLC for a juvenile’s psychological assessment in the total amount of $1,350.00.

Resolution 135-2025: Approving the Payment of the Invoice Made Outside the County Purchasing
Policy between the County of Blair, on behalf of Blair County Juvenile Probation Department, and
Parkside Psychological Associates, LLC for a juvenile’s psychological assessment in the total amount of
$1,350.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 135-2025.

Joseph Cox requested approval for the acceptance of the Victims of Juvenile Offenders (VOJO) Grant Award,
Sub-grant Number: 2023-VF-107-44558 from The Pennsylvania Commission on Crimes and Delinquency,
effective January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025, for $33,540.00.

Resolution 136-2025: Acceptance of the Victims of Juvenile Offenders (VOJO) Grant Award, Sub-grant
Number: 2023-VF-107-44558 from The Pennsylvania Commission on Crimes and Delinquency, effective
January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025, for $33,540.00.
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Comjnissioners: .
i. Commissioner Kessling requested approval to advertise a public hearing on the decertification of the TPA.

Resolution 141-2023: Approving to advertise a public hearing on the decertification of the TPA.

Commissioner Burke stated that out of an abundance of caution, she would abstain due to a prior conflict
of interest.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and approved to adopt
Resolution 141-2025 with Commissioner Burke’s abstention as noted.

ii. Commissioner Kessling requested approval to Advertise an Ordinance signifying the intent to take by eminent
domain of a fee simple interest of two parcels of land in the township of Allegheny.

Bonnie Miller stated that she did not understand what that means.

Commissioner Kessling responded that by law and statute, the County has a right to take a property even
if the owners do not want to give up the property. That is what is meant by “Eminent Domain.”

Ms. Miller asked if that means that is what the Commissioners are doing right now, taking that parcel of
ground.

Commissioner Kessling responded that this is for the Advertisement if it goes in this direction. There are
steps we must take if we are going to do that, and this is one of the steps if things cannot be worked out.

Ms. Miller asked if there are possible sites that the Commissioners would still look at.

Commissioner Kessling stated that people need to understand this is not a knee-jerk reaction. Many
parcels have been looked at, assessed, and evaluated over a two-year process. These are the three (3) parcels that
the company the county is working with to do the assessment has singled out as the best options. That is what we
have to take into account. There are still a lot of steps to be taken. There are still a lot of, hopefully, negotiations
to be had. Again, this is a process the County must take. This is part of the process we must take legally. So, this
is just approving the Advertisement of the Ordinance for that in the event of.

Commissioner Burke stated that she just received her email from the Millers today and she was unaware
of the property Attorney McIntyre cited during his presentation. She did not see the harm in waiting a week and
looking at these claims.

Resolution 142-2025: Approving to Advertise an Ordinance signifying the intent to take by eminent
domain of a fee simple interest of two parcels of land in the township of Allegheny.

Commissioner Burke voted nay at this time on the Advertisement of an Ordinance signifying the intent to
take by eminent domain of a fee simple interest of two parcels of land in the township of Allegheny.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and approved to adopt
Resolution 142-2025 with the nay vote as noted.

OLD BUSINESS:
None.

ADJOURN:
Motioned by Commissioper Burke, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adjourn today’s

meeting. Iy
Aol A e g’
~Alicia Tiracave, Chief Clerk .







