COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING: THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025, 10:02 A.M,
Location: Commissioners Meeting Room, Basement.

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Kessling called the meeting to order.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER:
Commissioner Kessling called for a moment of silent prayer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:
Commissioner Kessling requested that those participating in the meeting please stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance

to the Flag.

“VEMBERS PRESENT:
Zommissioner Kessling, Commissioner Webster, Commissioner Burke, and Chief Clerk Tiracave.

YTHERS PRESENT:

.ori Guyer (Commissioners), Lindsay Dempsie (Finance), A.C. Stickel (Controller), Brian Walters (Human
Lesources),Joe Cox and Faye Butterbaugh (JPO), Grant Wills (GIS), Melissa Gillin (Social Services), James Ott
(Sheriff), Paul Shaffer (Public Works / Highway), Nicholas Burket (Public Works / Facilities), Sarah Seymour
(Elections), Becky Robinson (Purchasing), Dennis Wisor (Blair Senior Services), Sherry Socie (Blair Planning
Commission), Carol A. Dannenberg (Hollidaysburg Community Watchdog), Jon Dwyer (WTAJ-TV), Kay Stephens and
Patrick Waksmonski,(Altoona Mirror), Nate Taylor (Public Access Channel), Perry Miller, Bonnie Miller, Renee
Wineland, Mandy Vitta, Virginia Shawley, Mike Sanders, James Rainer, Richard Behrens, Gary Clare, Cindy Kurtz,
Geoffry Behrens, Kimberly A Fedesco, Lou Ventura, Mike Carey, David Kurtz, Vernetta Nyland, Elizabeth Hoenstine,
Lezly Lingenfelter, Daisy Decker, Jeff Decker, Georgianna Singer, Debra Brunner, John Mclntyre, Thomas Pooler, Carol
Davis, Alvin Davis, Ashley Robinson, Angela Treese, Lindsay Treese, Justin Treese, Justin Good, Ryan Good, Jessica
Fulchiens, Christine McIntyre, Julie Turano Good, Susan Khacouf, Glenn Lunger, Cynthia Myers Lunger, Oliver Smith,
Autumn Temple, Victoriz Mirenda, Sue Ann Feather, Matt Paonessa, Jonathan Watts, Joanne Kruis, Wilma McKenny
Wooding, Carin Pacifico, and Frederick Kissell (Public).

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT: .

Chief Clerk Tiracave confirmed there were two (2) Executive Sessions held since the last Board of Commissioners

meeting. The first Executive Session was held on March 24, 2025 at approximately 10:00 A.M. with Commissioner

Kessling, Commissioner Burke, and Commissioner Burke regarding a property. The second Executive Session was held

on March 25 at approximately 11:40 A M. with Commissioner Kessling, Commissioner Webster, and Commissioner
~Burke regarding one (1) open position.

‘UBLIC COMMENT:

sefore beginning the Public Comment section of the Agenda, Commissioner Kessling read from the public comment

iolicy instructing those that wished to address the Board to state their name, address, and municipality for the record. Any
individual who wished to address the board has three (3) minutes to present their statements and he would let them know
when they reached the 30 second point. At the end of the 3 minutes, he stated that he would ask the speaker to step away
from the podium. If you do not step away from the podium, the speaker would be removed from the podium. Any
individuals are free at anytime to express written comment to the commissioners via mail, fax, or email. Individuals
should confine their remarks to statements of opinion, information, or fact. The public comment section of the agenda is
not intended to be a debate; rather it is an orderly presentation of opinion, information, or fact to help the board make
decisions concerning various issues concerning the county. The Board of Commissioners is here to perform business
concerning the county. The Board of Commissioners has a meeting following this meeting with State Representatives.
With the time constraints, the Board intends to limit the comment section as much as possible. Every Board of
Commissioners meeting there is a Public Comment section and we welcome your comment.

Jonathan Watts, 2262 Tuckahoe Road Tyrone. I am an ordain minister and I speak on behalf of those with no voice. How
do we treat those that have passed? We have examples like the Tomb of the Unknown Solder are bones; remnants of
those that passed. How do we treat our Native Americans? They have Federal laws to protect their dignity. Where is the
law to protect the rest of us? You dedicated your life to the new building and I admire that and I support that. The
problem [ have is who is going to step up and start a movement give a voice for those with no voice?

Ryan Good, 309 31% $t., Altoona. I am a great-grandson of R.P. Good. R.P. Goed founded the cemetery in 1925. He
“yromised a place of beauty and peace for many generations to come. To those with a family member buried at Alto Reste,
his affects them as well. Not only is Alto Reste the most beautiful cemetery, it is a home to thousands of veterans and
Jair County residents who passed on. The acreage that the County is interested in taking was bought and preserved as an
rtegral part of the Alto Reste expansion. Of the sites that the county has considered, it is the only site that is a business,
.t alone a family business. That makes it personal to the Good family. In July of 2024, they signed a contract with a local
farmer who farms the ground. He is invested as well. This not only helps him, but it helps Alto Reste by maintaining the
land until it is ready for the expansion. This is about small business in Blair County. I respectfully ask you to please take
this site off your list for the new Blair County Prison for the sake of our business, small businesses, and the common good
of the community. Blair County residents made their thoughts clear. Please take them into consideration.

Geoffry Behrens, 768 N. Douglass Lane, Tyrone. I am also the Vice-President and General Manager of Alto Reste
Cemetery Association Incorporated at 109 Alto Reste Park in Allegheny Township. I submit to the County
Commissioners signatures of almost 6000 people of a petition created last Saturday to stop the seizing of Alto Reste Park
land. I would like to first correct the record of the negotiations comment made by a Commissioner at the last meeting and
in the media. There have been no negotiations between the County and Alto Reste Park Cemetery Association
Incorporated, but simply an offer from the County on January 7" 2025 and a refusal sent to the broker appointed by the
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that’s what we call it. Lundyn’s Park is up on the hill backed by trees surrounded by openness and quietness all around.
It’s perfect, It is absolutely perfect. This space would allow us to share picnics, holidays, laughs, tears, and stories for
years to come. Alto Reste takes pride in maintaining the landscape and making sure it is beautiful every day of the year
for every vistor. We are one family of thousands whose loved ones is buried at this beautiful park. Choosing to builda
prison next to an eternal resting place for thousands is just shameful. How is it right to build a prison housing criminals
who committed crimes that put some of our loved ones in this very park. It’s sickening and takes our feelings of peace
and comfort and turns it into feelings of fear and evilness while feeling downright corrupt. Those in charge of this
decision and those forcing the decision upon them should put themselves in our shoes and question if the world, if this
would be your family, would you want to be next to a prison while visiting your children, your parents, your siblings.
How would you feel? How would you feel if you had to move them from their eternal resting park just because a prison
was being built next to their loved ones? I know my family has thought about this and we have purchased additional plots
just to be next to our beautiful daughter.

Zommissioner Kessling stated this is obviously a very passionate issue but we do not have time to listen to everybody.
Je asked those who are opposed to the County taking the land to raise a hand so that we can get a count so it can be
ntered into the record. In addition, there are pink sheets on the table to sign if you are opposed to the County taking the
and. These will be entered into the record along with the 6000 signatures that Mr. Behrens submitted.

Assistant Chief Clerk Lori Guyer counted 36 hands.

Commissioner Kessling asked that anyone that has anything to different to say, other than what has already been sad to
approach the podium.

Karen Pacifico, 1716 Sylvan Drive, Allegheny Township. I am Election Judge at the Convention Center and sees a lot of
familiar residents. She is shocked and appalled at what a misguided plan this is for the neighbor. A prison in that location
will present enormous traffic issues. She is shocked to think a prisoner could escape and grab a person in the Target
parking lot. Even though it saves electrical and sewer costs, it creates an enormous public safety hazard in a residential
neighborhood where people appreciate the quiet and already put up with commercial investment in that area. She is
shocked and appalled at how little notice they received to respond to it. It looks like a quick grab of land. We have been
closing prisons in this area but do have a national government that wants to open up immigration prisons and I don’t think
immigration prison populations are an economic development plan for the county. This is very misguided in the part of
the commissioner who spoke in defense of it.

Renee Wyland, 621 Chimney Rocks Road, Hollidaysburg. Iam a United States veteran and as a veteran, I believe we
fight for our country and other countries. Eminent Domain is not something that should be done when there are other
" sites available. I live on Chimney Rocks Road and I heard there was a site mentioned on Chimney Rocks as I would not
vant it in my neighborhood, I also hear to say something different than this and I didn’t think about it till now. My
usband’s brother was murdered. And the hearings from someone being murdered, or DUIs, they are held in Blair
“ounty and people are brought to Blair County temporarily until they have hearings and they are shipped. I do not feel it
would be right to have a family member, or friend, or anyone buried in the cemetery at Alto Reste, and some of these
family members have been taken by some of the people that are going to be in that jail, and they have to be reminded of
that when they want to go see their loved ones. I recommend that you take your chances and look around a little longer
and find a better plot of land. There are different plots of land just like Chimney Rocks. I know it’s very steep, but there
are other plots of land that are for sale and you can find a better place. It is not as if it needs to be done right now, today.
Please take this into consideration. I have no problem with a prison, but a prison where that cemetery expansion would be
would be very detrimental and take that, if not anything else into consideration.

Mike Sanders, 901 North Third Street, Altoona. 1 am here for three reasons. As a father, have two sons buried at Alto
Reste where it is going to be right next to the prison. I am here as a son, because my father is buried there. I feel this is
very wrong to build a prison on top of a cemetery. I picked the spots for our two premature sons that died in 1988 and I
spent countless hours up there with my wife, visiting these children. Some people can visit there children on holidays. If
1 want to see my children, I have to go to the cemetery. I think this is wrong. And I am also here as a veteran. If you want
to see the most beautiful cemetery in the world, it is Alto Reste. If you want to experience the most humbling experience,
g0 to Alto Reste on Memorial Day and stand at the top of the hill and all you can see is American flags sticking out of the
ground. Each one of those people that belonged to that flag is someone that served this county, fought for this county, and
died for this country. We cannot let those people in that cemetery die in vain by putting a prison on top of that hill.

_Commissioner Kessling stated that this will be the last public comment that we hear today as we are not hearing anything
lifferent. We will, if time permits, allow public comment at the conclusion of this meeting if you would fike to stick
‘round. We are trying to be sensitive to this. We know it’s a very passionate subject. So, we will open it up at the

onclusion as long as we can. And again, we as a Board of Commissioners are inviting you to come to the next Board of

“ommissioners meeting, or other Board of Commissioners meetings, if you would like to be able to give public comment.

again, we must conduct business, so this will be the last individual until the conclusion of the meeting. At that time we
will continue to take public comments until we have to shut it down.

Louis Ventura, 123 James Way, Hollidaysburg. My dad and grandmother are also buried at Alto Reste and it is beautiful
facility and I agree with that, but I’'m here about something else. My mother owns the nine-acre parcel that is also being
considered for potential development of the new prison. I have a lot of questions about the project, but the one that is
forefront in my mind is what is the urgency and fervor about this decision? We were made aware that Richard Johnson
was in possession of an offer for the ground from the County on January 7th of this year. On January 8% my brother, who
is also my mother’s power of attorney responded that my mother was not interested in selling the ground for the offer. In
February it was announced that the county had received the results of the feasibility study and that the commissioners had
intended to pursue the project. On March 20™, the Commissioners voted to advertise the eminent domain process in an
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showed me where her concern is and she told me about her family, which I greatly appreciate. We do not have to do that,
but we did because we believe that we need help to understand the impact that we have on people. So again, most of the
time we have these meetings no one comes out. 1 recognize that may be because of the time of the day. We have tried to
meet in the evenings. We have two meetings in the evenings in various parts of the County and no one showed up so we
stopped doing it. We do want to hear from you. So again, I just want you to understand that there is none of us up here
that is taking this lightly, and it certainly has not been a knee-jerk reaction. This has been going on Four Years.

Consent Agenda:

Resolution 143~ 2025:

a. Ratification of the following nine-9 Warrant Lists:

b.
c.

d.

EFFECTIVE DATE WARRANT NUMBER AMOUNT
3/17/2025 250317FS $1.419.20
3/4/2025 250304WC $5.627.67
3/20/2025 250320EH $21.129.70
3/20/2028 250320HR $11.432.14
3/18/2025 2503 18RF . $2,589.31
3/19/2025 250318RF $1.342.97
3/25/2025 250325CY $6.300.00
3/25/2023 250325WW $340,914.21
3/25/2023 25032585 $4.091.58

Which includes payment of the following invoices:

e  Blair Senior Services in the total check amount of $155,809.00.

s Hollidaysburg Borough in the total check amount of $18,922.10.
Ratification of Total Payroll for the paycheck dated 3/21/2025 in the total amount of $914,703.32.
Bridee #33/0ld Mill Run Bridee Replacement Project: Requesting approval of ECMS submission Invoice #9,
Part 1, Preliminary Design, in the total amount of $18,764.57, received from Keller Engineers. Expenses are 95%
reimbursable and will be paid from the Marcellus Shale Legacy Fund.
Blair County Conservation District Board: Requesting approval for the appointment of Thomas Gearhart II as
Farmer Director, filling the term of Cindy Bigelow, through 12/31/2028.
Status Changes: Conrad, Brayden, PT, Probation Officer Support, Adult Parole and Probation, $11.58/hr., to PT,
Deputy, Sheriff, $15.52/hr., effective 3/10/2025.
Resignations: [mler, Melissa Gale, PT, Department Assistant, Domestic Relations, $12.28/hr., effective
3/19/2025. Green, Morgan, FT, Assistant District Attorney, District Attorney, $2,091.01 biweekly, effective
3/20/2025.

Commissioner Burke noted her abstentions on the payments to Blair Senior Services and Hollidaysburg

Sorough.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and approved to adopt Resolution

.43-2025 with the abstentions as noted.

STAFF REPORTS & SPECIAL BUSINESS:

Blair Senior Services:

Dennis Wisor requested acceptance of the FY 2023-2024 Medical Assistance Transportation Program’s (MATP) final
allocation received from the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, in the amount of $1,969,626.00.

Resolution 144-2025: Accepting the FY 2023-2024 Medical Assistance Transportation Program’s (MATP) final
allocation received from the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, in the amount of $1,969,626.00.

Commissioner Burke abstained from voting due the appearance of a conflict of interest.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and approved to adopt Resolution 43-

20235 with the abstention as noted.

Sheriff: ‘

Sheriff James Ott requested approval of the Agreement between the County of Blair, on behalf of the Blair County
Sheriff's Office, and Citizen2A to activate the Citizen2A features on the Agency’s version of the Permitium’s
PermitDirector Platform and the sharing of certain Agency-owned data with Citizen2A at no cost to the County.

Sheriff Ott added that Citizen2A is an outside organization that would provide up-to-date information or establish

aformation for the citizens as far as their second amendment rights and gun rights.

Commissioner Burke asked for an explanation regarding the relationship between Permidium and Citizen 2A and

what information is being transferred.

Sheriff Off responded that there is no information actually being transferred. Permidium is an outside source. It is

not County owned. It is a partnership. It does not affect our IT structure. You do have to have access to get into it.
Therefore, our citizens have to choose to use that route. While in that route, they will be given an option or a button so
Citizen 2A partners with Permidium, and they give them basically a tab that says if you are interested in your gun rights
reciprocity, etc., click here. There is a warning that comes up that warns them saying you are leaving this site; you are
now entering into a private site of your own fruition at no cost. Then there is one more check before it allows them to
navigate or be canalled into Citizen 2A’s site. We can also use that as an app. There is a way we can work it up to set it
up as an app down the road that we are looking at that would provide them the resource outside. The County has no
control of it. Permidium does not share that person’s information. It is solely between that person and Citizen 2A. They
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Resolution 148-2025: Approving the Blair County Demolition Fund Disbursement to assist with the
demolition of blighted property located at 1519 18th Avenue, Altoona, PA in the total amount of
$4,395.00. ‘

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 148-2023.

iii. Melissa Gillin requested approval of a Blair County Demolition Fund Disbursement to assist with the
demolition of blighted property located at 1229 4th Avenue, Altoona, PA in the total amount of $3,745.00.

Resolution 149-2025: Approving the Blair County Demolition Fund Disbursement to assist with the
demolition of blighted property located at 1229 4th Avenue, Altoona, PA in the total amount of
- $3,745.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 149-2025.

iv. Melissa Gillin requested approval of a Blair County Demolition Fund Disbursement to assist with the
demolition of blighted property located at 715 N. 6th Avenue, Altoona, PA in the total amount of $4,370.00.

Resolution 150-2025: Approving the Blair County Demolition Fund Disbursement to assist with the
demolition of blighted property located at 715 N. 6th Avenue, Altoona, PA in the total amount of
$4,370.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 150-2025.

v. Melissa Gillin requested approval of a Blair County Demolition Fund Disbursement to assist with the
demolition of blighted property located at 1914 11th Street, Altoona, PA in the total amount of $6,386.50.

Resolution 151-2025: Approving the Blair County Demolition Fund Disbursement to assist with the
demolition of blighted property located at 1914 11th Street, Altoona, PA in the total amount of $6,386.50.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 151-2025.

>ublic Works / Facilities:
i. Nicholas Burket requested approval of the Quote dated February 26, 2025 from Empire Communication
Systems to update the freight elevator intercom system in the amount of $3,548.00.

Resolution 152-2025: Approving the Quote dated February 26, 2025 from Empire Communication
Systems to update the freight elevator intercom system in the amount of $3,548.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 152-2025.

ii. Nicholas Burket requested approval of the Quote dated March 21, 2025 from Johnson Controls Fire
Protection LP for the updating of the fire alarm NAC control panels in the amount of $10,131.00.

Commissioner Burke asked if this is paid by PCoRP (Pennsylvania Counties Risk Pool).
Mr. Burket responded that it is paid by PCoRP.

Resolution 153-2025: Approving the Quote dated March 21, 2025 from Johnson Controls Fire
Protection LP for the updating of the fire alarm NAC control panels in the amount of $10,131.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 153-2025.

iii. Nicholas Burket requested approval of the Quote dated March 21, 2025 from Johnson Controls Fire
Protection LP, for the updating of the fire alarm relay on the 4th floor of the Courthouse in the DA holding
room, in the amount of $1,431.00.

Resolution 154-2025: Approving the Quote dated March 21, 2025 from Johnson Controls Fire
Protection LP, for the updating of the fire alarm relay on the 4th floor of the Courthouse in the DA
holding room, in the amount of $1,431.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 154-2023.

Public Works / Highway:
i. Paul Shaffer requested approval for the award, rejection or rebidding of the bids received for the Blair County
Salt Storage Building contract #1.
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Resolution 157-2025: Approving the Schedule A Agreement for the Annual Demand Response Program
between the County of Blair and KOREnergy for the years beginning 2025 through and including 2028.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution 157-2025.

Commissioners;
i, Chief Clerk Tiracave requested ratification for the submission of the 901 Municipal Waste Planning Grant to

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.

Resolution 158-2025; Ratifying the submission of the 901 Municipal Waste Planning Grant to the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 158-2025.

ii. Chief Clerk Tiracave requested approval to accept the 901 Municipal Waste Planning Grant from the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection in the total amount of $93,750.00.
$75,000.00 (80%) to be funded by the DEP and $18,750.00 (20%) to be funded by the County.

Commissioner Webster stated that the County is always happy to accept grants.
Resolution 159-2025: Accepting the 901 Municipal Waste Planning Grant from the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection in the total amount of $93,750.00. $75,000.00
(80%) to be funded by the DEP and $18,750.00 (20%) to be funded by the County.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 159-2025.

jii. Commission Kessling requested to table the adoption of the Ordinance authorizing the taking by eminent
domain two parcels of land in the township of Allegheny to be heard again on Thursday, April 3, 2025 at
10:00 a.m.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
table the adoption of the Ordinance authorizing the taking by eminent domain two parcels of land in the
township of Allegheny to be heard again on Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.

Geoffry Behrens stated that the he does not want to cause the Board of Commissioners pain.

QLD BUSINESS:
None.

Adjourn;
Motioned by Commissioner \H_Ammw::nqa seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adjourn today”s
meeting. I
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