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A MESSAGE FROM THE CONTROLLER 

A.C. STICKEL IV 

It is my honor to serve as your Blair County Controller.  Having  completed my first term, we have 

accomplished many things.  Our goal has always been to increase efficiency, transparency, and   

accountability.  2019 was the second year using our new financial software.  This program not only 

increased efficiency and accountability, but it has helped the Board of Commissioners develop a 

much more accurate budget.   

The Controller’s office is responsible for all aspects of Accounts Payable.  We maintain all retire-

ment records and process the monthly retirement distribution. In 2019, our Payroll Administrator, 

Sondra Hoefler, retired after 23 years of service to the county.  Following her retirement, payroll pro-

cessing was moved to the Human Resource Department.  The Controller still finalizes payroll and 

approves all tax payments and filings. 

The County Controller is a member of the Blair County Retirement Board, the Blair County Salary 

Board and the Blair County Prison Board.  For 2019, I served as Secretary of all three boards.   

In 2019 we completed audits of most Real Estate Tax Collectors and started developing an audit 

program for the District Courts.  We also began auditing lodging establishments for payment of the 

hotel tax.  Additionally, our office works closely with the external auditors on reviewing procedures 

and activity in other county offices. 

The external audit for the year 2014 reported 46 material findings.  While the number has decreased 

each year, we are excited to report that for 2019, there were only two material findings.  This is just 

another example of our commitment to increased accountability. 

This work wouldn’t be possible without the work of my dedicated staff: Chief Deputy Angela Wagner, 

Accounts Payable Manager Marie Wentz, A/P Specialist Kendra Gallina, Administrative Assistant 

and Retirement Coordinator Wendy Long, and our Auditor/Accountant Donny Wertz.  I would be re-

miss if I didn’t recognize the contributions of Retired Payroll Administrator Sondra Hoefler & Tammy 

Leaper who served as my 2nd Deputy Controller until her departure in early 2020. 

We look forward to continuing in service to the Citizens of Blair County. 

 

Best Wishes 

   

 

A.C. Stickel IV, Controller  
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BLAIR COUNTY  

CONTROLLER’S OFFICE 

The controller is accountable to the citizens of             
Blair County. 

Our mission is to enforce the laws of this                
commonwealth, ordinances of this county, and to 

comply with best practices. 

The money discharged by this office is derived from the 
taxpayers of Blair County. 

The controller is a mere steward of taxpayer resources. 

Our priority is to ensure claims against the county     
treasury are accurate and in compliance with the law 

and all applicable policies. 

Our goal is to carry out our duties with accuracy,       
accountability, efficiency, and transparency. 

While an elected position, this is not a political office. 
Every citizen, employee, vendor, and customer will be 

treated equally with respect. 
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THE CONTROLLER’S OFFICE 

STAFF 

A.C. Stickel IV 

Controller 

Angela Wagner 

Chief Deputy Controller 

Donald Wertz 

Accountant 

Marie Wentz 

Accounts Payable Manager 

Kendra Gallina 

Accounts Payable Specialist 

Wendy Long 

Administrative Assistant 

Retirement Administrator 



5 

BLAIR COUNTY 

ECONOMY, EDUCATION, HOUSING 

ECONOMY 

The economy of Blair County employs 56.7k people.  The largest industries are healthcare & social 

assistance (9,867 people), retail trade (8,333 people), and manufacturing (6,385 people).  The high-

est paying industries are transportation, warehousing and utilities ($49,212 then mining, quarring & 

mineral extraction ($48,875).   

Households in Blair County have a median annual income of $45,664 which is less than the median 

income of $61,937 across the United States.  This is in comparison to a median income of $44,033 

in 2016 which represents 3.7% growth. 

EDUCATION 

The largest universities in Blair County, by number of degrees awarded, are the Pennsylvania State 

University—Penn State Altoona, Greater Altoona Career & Technology Center, and YTI Career      

Institute-Altoona.   

The most popular majors are Licensed Practical & Vocational Nurse Training, General Cosmetology, 

and Electrical & Electronics Engineering.   

HOUSING 

The median property value in Blair County was $117,300 in 2017, which is .511 times smaller than 

the national average of $229,700.  The homeownership rate is Blair County is 70.1% which is higher 

than the national average of 63.9%. 

Residents of Blair County have an average commute time of 19.5 minutes and they generally com-

mute alone by personal vehicle.  Car ownership is in line with the national average of 2 cars per 

household.  

LIBRARIES 

The Blair County Library System is home to 7 different libraries around the county.  This system is a 

great resource to thousands of our county residents. 
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WELCOME TO BLAIR COUNTY 

HISTORY, INDUSTRY & ARTS 

Blair County is a wonderful place to live, work, and 

visit.  We have a rich history from Revolutionary War 

outpost Fort Roberdeau and the Horseshoe Curve to 

the home of ironmaker Elias Baker.  You are invited 

to visit these and many other sites.  Don’t miss the 

Altoona Railroader’s museum.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blair County is a leader in industry.  We are home to 

the McClanahan corporation which has been in busi-

ness since 1835.  New Pig Inc. is another world lead-

er, providing industrial cleaning solutions around the 

world.  The Pennsylvania  Railroad, now Norfolk 

Southern, currently recycles locomotives into more 

efficient  models.  The Slinky was invented and pro-

duced in Blair County and we remain home to the 

Mallow Cup and Delgrosso’s spaghetti sauce. 

 

 

Located in Blair County, the historic Mishler Thea-

tre is home to the Altoona Community Theatre, 

several local dance troupes, and the Altoona  

symphony.  We are also home to the Southern 

Alleghenies Museum of Art and the annual         

Altoona Arts Festival.  Many events are also held 

at the Jaffa Shrine and the Blair County          

Convention Center.     
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WELCOME TO BLAIR COUNTY 

HEALTHCARE, EDUCATION & RECREATION  

With four hospitals, many 

skilled-care facilities, rehabili-

tation centers, and testing 

facilities, Blair County’s larg-

est industry is healthcare, 

followed by retail and manu-

facturing.  

Blair County is home to seven public 

school districts as well as several private 

schools.  We are home to Penn State Al-

toona and branches of Penn Highlands 

College and South Hills School of Busi-

ness.  Blair County is also home to the 

Greater Altoona Career & Technology 

Center and the YTI Institute. The Altoona 

Beauty School and Salon Professional 

Academy make their home in Blair County. 

Blair County is the home of 

the Altoona Curve AAA Base-

ball team.  We offer amuse-

ment parks, several first class 

golf courses, hunting, fishing, 

canoe/kayaking, hiking, and 

all sorts of sports.  There are 

countless basketball, softball, 

soccer and other leagues for children, youth, and adults.  Blair County is a very active community.  
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COUNTY OFFICIALS 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

From left: 

Terry Tomassetti, Vice Chair (Retired 12/31/19) 

Bruce Erb, Chairman 

Ted Beam, Secretary (Retired 12/31/19) 

CONTROLLER 

A.C. Stickel IV  

(814) 693-3040 

 

CORONER 

Patricia Ross   

(814) 940-5938 

 

 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

Richard Consiglio 

(Retired 4/1/20) 

(814) 693-3010 

 

PROTHONOTARY 

Robin Patton 

(814) 693-3080 

 

REGISTER OF WILLS & 

RECORDER OF DEEDS 

Mary Ann Bennis 

(Retired 12/31/2019) 

(814) 693-3095 

SHERIFF 

JIM OTT   

(814) 693-3100 

 

TREASURER 

JIM CAROTHERS 

(814) 693-3120 

 

CHIEF CLERK & COUNTY   

ADMINISTRATOR 

Helen Schmitt 

(RETIRED 1/3/2020) 

(814) 693-3030 

 

ASSISTANT CHIEF CLERK  

Nicole Hemminger 

(Appointed Chief Clerk & Coun-

ty Administrator 1/3/2020)   

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR 

Jennifer Sleppy 

(814) 693-3025 
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JUDGES 

 

Court of Common Pleas Judges 

Honorable Elizabeth A. Doyle, President Judge 

Honorable Daniel J. Milliron 

Honorable Timothy M. Sullivan 

Honorable Wade A. Kagarise 

Honorable Jackie Bernard 

Magisterial District Judges 

District 24-3-03 

MDJ Paula M. Aigner 

311 Union Street 

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 

Ph: 814-693-3210 

Fax: 814-693-3212 

 

District 24-1-02 

MDJ Benjamin F. Jones 

2601 5th  Avenue 

Altoona, PA 16602 

Ph: 814-941-4550 

Fax: 814-941-2323    

District 24-1-03 

MDJ Daniel C. DeAntonio 

615 4th Street 

Altoona, PA 16602 

Ph: 814-942-6421 

Fax: 814-942-4770 

 

 

District 24-3-01 

MDJ Fred B. Miller 

5628 East Pleasant Valley Boulevard 

Tyrone, PA 16686 

Ph: 814-684-4617 

Fax: 814-684-9634  

District 24-3-02 

MDJ Matthew S. Dunio 

5929 California Avenue 

Altoona, PA 16601 

Ph: 814-944-4371 

Fax: 814-944-2546   

District 24-3-04 

MDJ Andrew L. Blattenberger 

310 Airport Drive, Suite 9 

Martinsburg, PA 16662 

Ph: 814-793-2495 

Fax: 814-793-2461    
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

REVENUE 

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM 

General fund revenues totaled $53,797,186 for 2019.  $33,213,009 of county revenue comes    

directly from taxpayers.  $15,699,182 comes from federal, state and local governments, which is   

ultimately provided by the taxpayer.  This shows that taxpayers fund 91% of the county’s general 

fund. 

The legislature authorizes counties to levy two taxes:  Tax on property (real estate) and  tax on 

lodging rentals (hotel tax).  By statute the county is required to appropriate 96% of hotel tax reve-

nues to promote travel and tourism.  Of the $1.1 million collected in hotel tax, the county retained 

$47,535. 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

EXPENDITURES 

WHERE THE MONEY GOES 

General fund expenditures for 2019 totaled $49,037,468 for 2019.  Additionally, $ 3,634,697 was 

transferred to other funds.  This left the County of Blair with a general fund surplus of $840,188.   
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2019 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

EXCERPTS FROM 2019 INDEPENDENT AUDIT 
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